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COUNCIL  OFFICES, 

KINGSTEIGNTON  ROAD, 

newton  abbot 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  Medical  Officer’s  report 
for  the  year  1 9^9 •  I  was  not  your  Medical  Officer  for 
the  period  under  consideration,  and  this  report  will, 
therefore,  be  largely  confined  to  the  Vital  Statistics. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres)  . 92,650. 

Population  -  193^  Census  ..................  20,788. 

Population  -Mid  1949  24,470. 

Rateable  Value  as  at  1st.  January,  1949  .*£134,773* 
Rateable  Value  as  at  December,  1949 .£1 36, 1 6l . 

Product  of  Id.  rate  (as  at  1st.  April, 

1949)  .....  558. 


BIRTHS . 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


The  following  table  shows  that  the  Birth  Rate 
for  the  District  is  still  below  that  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a  whole.  It  shows  a  decrease  on  that  of  the 
previous  year,  the  figures  being  14. 7  per  thousand  total 
population  for  1949,  as  against  15*41  per  thousand  for 
1948. 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 


Male . 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate . 

TW 

154 

340. 

I  llegitirnate . 
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_ 7_ 

13. 

192. 

161 . 

353. 
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Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population  -  14,7, 
Corresponding  rate  for  England  &  Wales  -  16.7. 


STILL  BIRTHS. 

Male.  Female o 

Legitimate.  7  3 

Illegitimate.  1  ~ 

10.  3. 


Total . 
12. 

1  . 


Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  civilian 

population  England  &  Wales 
Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  live  and 

still  births  (England  &  Wales) 


0.54. 

0.38. 

22.7. 


DKa'TriS . 

The  death  rate  for  the  Rural  District  continued 
to  bo  higher  than  the  average  for  England  and  Wales,  this 

is  shown  in  the  accompanying  table.  During  the  year  the 
average  age  at  death  from  all  causes  was  found  to  be 
72.19  years.  The  average  age  at  death  for  residents  in 

the  Rural  District  continues  to  increase,  the  figure 
given  being  higher  than  in  previous  years. 

Death  rate  per  1000  resident  population  =  15*2. 
Death  rate  (England  &  Wales)  per  1000 

resident  population  -  I'1  .7, 


Infant  Mortality 

(Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  year  of  age.) 

M  ale .  Female .  Total. 

Legitimate.  9  1  =  10. 

Illegitimate.  -  -  = 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate(i.e.  Deaths  of  Infants 
under  One  year  per  1000  live  births)  =  28.3- 

The  corresponding  rate  for  England  &  Wales  =  32.0. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Infant  Mortality  rate 
is  below  that  for  the  whole  country. 
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AGE  AT  DEATH 


Males . 

Females 

Infants  under  1  year 

9 

1 

1  -  5 

2 

— 

5-15 

3 

— 

15  -  25 

3 

1 

25  -  35 

5 

2 

35  -  45 

4 

8 

45  -  55 

13 

5 

55  -  e 

26 

19 

65  -  75 

53 

45 

75  and  over 

72 

94 

190.  175. 


Total  =  365. 


The  chief  causes  of  death  vvere:- 


Infecticus  Casus: - 


Males,  Females. 


CexchrQ. Spinal  Fever.  - 
Tuberculosisf  Pulmonary )  6 
Tubercuiosis(Non~ 

Pulmonary)  1 
Influenza  2 
Pneumonia  5 


General  Causes: - 


1 

4 


3 

4 


Heart  &  Blood  Vessels  65 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  16 

Cancer  35 

Bronchitis  7 

Nephritis  6 

Diabetes  1 

Ulcers  2 

Digestive  Diseases  1 

Other  hasp.  Diseases  1 

Syphilitic  Disease 
Congenital  Malformation  7 

Diahorrea  under  2  years  1 

Suicide  4 

Bo-d  Traffic  Accidents  4 

Other  Violent  Causes  4 

All  other  causes  22 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Disease . 

Males . 

Females . 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

6 

10. 

Me  US  1 6  S 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  ) 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia) 

75 

1 

74 

1 

149. 

2. 

Whooping  Cough 

10 

17 

27. 

Cerebro . Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 (fatal 

)  2. 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

1  . 

Ery siplas 

1 

1 

2 . 

"  Facial 

1 

3 

4. 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

4 

6 . 

Mum 

1 

1 . 

95.  109.  204. 


ACUTE  ANTERIOR  POLIOMYELITIS . 

The  only  case  of  Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 
during  the  year  occurred  in  a  visitor  to  the  area.  No 
further  cases  were  reported. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Twenty-six  cases  were  notified  during  the  year, 
16  male  and  10  female,  of  which  twenty-four  were  Pulmonary 
cases  and  two  Ncn-Pulmonary ,  Details  are  set  out  in  the 
following  table:- 

aQE  PERIODS:  CASES. 

Pulmonary .  Non-Pulmonary . 

M.  F.  EL  F. 


Infants  under 
One  year 

1  -  5. 

5  -  U  • 

15  -25. 

25  -35. 

35  -  r . 
r  -  55  • 

55  -  65. 

65  -  75. 

75  and  over. 


1 

5 


2  1 

1  -  1 

4 
1 
1 
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HOUSING. 


Throughout  the  year  the  Rural  District  Council 
has  continued  with  its  policy  of  building  the  maximum 
number  of  houses  permitted.  The  demand  for  accommodation 
is  steadily  increasing  however  and  the  situation  in  this 
district,  as  in  most  others,  is  still  acute.  Many  sub¬ 
standard  houses  exist  and  only  in  exceptionally  bad  cases 
has  the  Council  taken  action  being  reluctant  to  reduce 
even  further  the  number  of  dwellings  in  the  district  when 
sc  many  families  are  in  need  of  houses. 

The  difficulties  confronting  officials  and 
owners  alike  with  regard  to  repairing  properties  considered 
capable  of  repair  are  such  that  a  great  deal  of  this  work 
has  to  be  held  in  abeyance.  In  consequence  deterioration 
rapidly  brings  repairable  houses  into  the  class  which 
cannot  be  repaired  at  reasonable  cost  a  further  factor 
which,  it  is  considered  will  prolong  the  period  of  the 

housing  shortage. 

Throughout  the  district  overcrowding  exists  in 
varying  degrees  and  there  appears  to  be  little  hope  of 
bringing  about  its  abatement  for  a  number  of  years. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Water  mains  have  been  extended  to  serve  the 
Housing  Sites  at  Oldway,  Chudleigh  and  Kingsteigntcn. 

North  Bcvey. 

This  village  has  new  been  provided  with  a  piped 
water  supply.  The  source  is  from  the  Torquay  Trunk  Main 
at  Bovey  Cross;  it  is  then  conveyed  to  a  Reservoir 
containing  12,000  gallons,  from  thence  to  the  village  as 
far  as  the  Council  Houses  on  the  Manatcn  Road.  All  pipes 

are  of  asbestos,  3”  and  2h  .  Most  of  the  houses  in  this 
village  have  taken  in  the  supply. 

Some  difficulty  was  experienced  during  the  year 

respecting  water  supply  to  the  Rural  District  owing  to  the 
drought  which  was  Nation  Wide. 

By  careful  supervision,  however  and  continual 

investigation  for  leakages  the  supplies  were  conserved 
with  a  minimum  of  inconvonience  to  the  Public. 
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sewerage. 


The  village  of  North  Bovey  has  been  sewered  and 
outfall  works  and  filter  provided. 

The  6"  sewer  has  been  extended  to  cater  for  the 
Housing  Estate  at  Oldway,  Chudleigh, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


14th.  November,  1950- 
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